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The Simon Family of Gensingen
The Simon family of Gensingen is a veritable dynasty. It began with the earliest record of Seligmann, born
around 1680 and who at that time had no family name. This commemorative booklet, produced especially
for a Simon family reunion in New York in October 2015, traces twelve generations of this Jewish family. It
is based on the research of various individuals including Mado Mayer née Schwarz who, twenty years ago,
traced the descendants of another Seligmann Simon (born in 1828), Mike Moritz (of New York), Mike
Simons (of Arizona) and myself (from England). We have attempted to trace the entire family by extracting
every archival entry available in Gensingen, the village in which the family has its traceable roots.
I was first contacted by Mike Moritz in December 2007. Little did I know that he was such a talented 16
year old, so greatly interested in family genealogy! In April 2010, I came in contact with Mike Simons whose
grandfather had adapted the Simon name adding an 's'. In August 2010, working on behalf of the three of
us, I first contacted the Sprendlingen‐Gensingen Archives asking for copies of ALL of the vital registers for
the Simon family. Frau Spanier sent 24 records in February the following year. We thought that was it.
But in May 2014, my wife, Monica and I met with Laura and Mike Simons and together we visited the
Jewish cemetery in Gensingen. We quickly realised that our records were incomplete and contacted Frau
Spanier again telling her we had asked for ALL the Simon family records. A further 172 records were
received in August 2014! These were all expertly translated from German script by Mike Moritz. This of
course expanded the family tree quite considerably. It is conceivable that some records have been missed
and there are some individuals who are descendants who have stipulated that they do not wish to be
identified. In terms of descendants, new connections are always appearing and so the material presented
here should be regarded as a work in progress!

Gerald Stern, Beate Goetz and Mike Simons
outside the Gensingen Jewish Cemetery, May 2014

I must also acknowledge the local assistance of Mrs Beate Goetz of Bingen, who is active in a group which
documents and records Jewish Bingen, the larger town to which a substantial part of the family migrated in
the mid to late 1800s. Beate conducts tours of Jewish Gensingen and Bingen and should any family
member wish to visit, she and her husband Volker are very helpful and knowledgeable.
The village of Gensingen has a population of 3,606 (at 31st December 2008) and is a small municipality
situated some 12kms or 8 miles south of Bingen in the Rhineland‐Palatinate (Rheinland‐Pfalz) district.
Although little information exists about our ancestors at that time, we know that back in the 1700s,
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Gensingen would have been an even smaller village and that Jews were often prohibited from living in the
larger towns and cities and also restricted in terms of their professions and trades.
The family which was to become the Simon family (this family name was only taken in 1811 in Gensingen
when the Jews were obliged to abandon their tradition of using patronymic names) must have made up
almost 100% of the Jewish population of Gensingen as to my best endeavours, I can only find Simon family
graves in the Gensingen Jewish cemetery!

Typically, many of the Jews living in these smaller towns and villages in the eighteenth century were
engaged in farming related activities. The Jews in Gensingen were no different except that Rheinland‐Pfalz
was an area renowned for wine making, not only having the best soil and climatic conditions but also being
situated close to the River Rhine giving the advantage of good transportation links. You will see that wine
making is a reoccurring theme within the Simon family!
As previously mentioned, we visited the Gensingen Jewish Cemetery in May 2014 and with the help of our
wives, photographed and transcribed the gravestones which are broken, worn, weathered and overgrown.
The oldest stones were those of Daniel and his wife Karolina/Hanetta Simon, both died in 1855.

Page 2

Page 3

Below are photos taken in the village of Gensingen in May 2014.
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An example of early archival documents which Mike Moritz has so expertly deciphered is the marriage of
Jacques (later named Jacob in German documentation), son of Isac Simon and Jende (Jent) Meyer to Ester
Herf of Partenheim on 29th September 1813. This document dates back to the time of the Napoleonic
Wars when Gensingen was under French rule. Here, though, the writing though is quite easy to read.
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Another example (extract only) is the marriage on 10th September 1856 of Seligmann Simon (by this time
the family name Simon is recorded) with Henrietta Simon. Here the document is in German handwritten
script and aside from the names Simon visible in the left hand margin, the rest of the handwriting is
extremely difficult to decipher.

Interestingly, Henrietta is from a totally different Simon family living in what was Waldhilbersheim, situated
only 8kms (5 miles) due West of Gensingen. No village by this name exists today as two tiny villages of
Waldhilbersheim and another (then named Heddesheim ‐ but there is also another larger town by this
same name) were absorbed into a newly created one which today is named Guldental (population 2,500 in
2012). Remarkably, there were two entirely different Simon families living in this village!
The "Dictionary of German‐Jewish Surnames" by Lars Menk (published by Avotaynu in 2005) lists over 200
different Simon families from different German (and Prussian) towns including what may be a separate
Simon family (yet to be ascertained) shown in Bingen. So if you meet another Simon descendant from
Germany, the chances of them being related are unfortunately fairly low.
The name Simon is the Greek form of the Hebrew name  סימוןalso sometimes  שמעוןShimon meaning "G‐d
has heard" (Genesis Ch.29 v.33). In the bible, Shimon was the second son of Jacob and Leah, founder of the
tribe of Simeon. There is no documented evidence suggesting why this name was chosen or whether it was
simply allocated to the family. If it was ascribed, perhaps the official in charge of the process was not very
creative and hence the reason why so many different families in this locality took or were given the same
family name!
As previously stated, the earliest known forebear was Seligmann and his son Isaak Seligmann (the
patronymic meaning Isaak son of Seligmann) is believed to have died in Gensingen and had a son also
named Isaak. We do not know the date of the first Isaak's death but it is just possible that the second Isaak
was named after the first Isaak. From here on, the records are fairly clear and on the next page I show in
brief how the Simon family evolved from the second Isaak's marriage to Jent or Judith daughter of Meyer
who was born in Laubenheim, a village between Gensingen and Bingen (population in 2012 was 785).
Seven children are recorded from this marriage. The genealogical research is ongoing and we still have to
search for any children from the aforementioned marriage of Jacques or Jacob and Ester Herf of
Partenheim. It does not appear as though Julianna married or had children.
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Published in 1968 by the municipality of Gensingen to commemorate 1200 years, this version of the
Gensinger Chronicle has been translated into English and has been edited. It gives a brief summary of the
Jewish families living in Gensingen in the late 1930s and early 1940s:
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A Synagogue was built in Gensingen in 1862. Prior to this, the community held services in a Prayer Room
(Betsaal). The Synagogue was situated at Langgasse 18 and incorporated living accommodation for a
Hebrew teacher. Rabbinic support was provided when required from a District Rabbi. An advert in the
"Allgemeinen Zeitung des Judentums" dated 31st March 1863 stated that the community was looking for a
teacher and offered free accommodation. The community used the services of Baruch Strauss as teacher
between 1867 and 1900 after which the community largely dispersed with many family members moving
to the larger towns of Bingen and Mainz. By1900, the Synagogue building was no longer in use.
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The Winery Business of Seligmann Simon in Bingen
Seligmann Simon (my great great grandfather ‐ son of Daniel Simon and Karolina/Hanetta Michel), born 5th
October 1828 in Gensingen, married Henrietta Simon of Waldhilbersheim on 10th September 1856. The
couple had their first three children, Karolina (born 1857), Bertha Brigitta (my great grandmother born
1858) and Judith (born 1859 who possibly died as an infant) in Gensingen and then moved 12kms (8 miles)
north to the larger town of Bingen (24,300 population in 2008) on the river Rhine. Their fourth child, Elias,
was born in Bingen in 1861 and there followed another five making a total of nine children. Like many of his
Simon cousins, Seligmann was in the wine business and according to the nine page Historic Biographical
Document which follows, the business which he founded in 1856 in Gensingen (the year Seligmann and
Henrietta married) became a major enterprise by 1906, when it celebrated half a centenary.
Below I am reproducing a family tree drawn many years ago by Mado Mayer née Schwarz who traced the
descendants of Seligmann Simon and Henrietta and eight of their nine children:

If one considers what Seligmann Simon, one of 29 great great grandchildren of the family founder,
Seligmann, achieved, and reflect on what his cousins and their offspring must have also achieved, the
towns of Gensingen, Bingen and all of us can take great pride in this family.
The extent to which, notwithstanding the devastating effects of the Holocaust, the various descendant
families have blossomed and developed, justifies my use of the term 'dynasty' to describe this family.
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Seligmann Simon
Viticulture & Wine Wholesaler

Bingen on the Rhein
ocated in Heerstrasse1, the main road from Mainz to Bingen and situated close to the town is
where you will find the imposing property of the firm, Seligmann Simon. The smaller road
winds its way up the hill through the vineyards towards Rochusberg. The company was
founded in Gensingen, near Bingen, in 1856 as a Commission Wine Dealer. The first wine
wholesaler in the towns of Bingen and Mainz was run by the founder of this company and so great
was the trust of its customers that during their dealings, many of them became personal friends. The
improving rail connections and introduction of telephones now enable better communications with
customers but this did not exist at that time and so one had to start out early each morning.

Front view of the Seligmann Simon wine cellars

The daily routine was to leave home at midnight, so that one could call on clients in Mainz in good
time. The return trip was similarly done on foot (Bingen to Mainz is 27kms or 17 miles). In those
days customers loyally waited for 'their' commission agent or broker, as they were called at that
time, and they didn't worry that the competition might beat them to it!

1

This street was renamed Mainzerstraße
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Original building in Büdesheim near Bingen

Everyone had their 'personal broker' or trusted supplier, in the true sense of the word. The broker
would be aware of the precise requirements of his client and 'friend' and could frequently commit to
making a purchase which the client would rarely, very rarely, not accept.

Property at Schlossbergstrasse 1 to 5

With improving rail connections, it was best not to be based too far away and so the business was
moved to Büdesheim on the Rhein in 1860. From that time on the wine press and autumn storage
warehousing was also used and shared with certain business partners. 1870 produced a particularly
poor vintage causing Mr Simon to explore other wine-growing regions where substitutes could be
sourced for his 'friends'. He used a traditional horse-drawn carriage and travelled from Bingersbrück
over the Hunsrück (a low mountain range in the Rhineland) to Bernkastel on the river Mosel, where
he established his headquarters at the renowned 'Hotel Gassen' (which later became known as The
Three Kings). From here he explored the region on foot, of course, as there were no trains in this
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area at the time. Mr Seligmann Simon took the initiative to source wines which he personally vetted
as suitable to substitute for the crop failure and resulting wine shortages.

Large business courtyard with office building

He contacted the renowned Thanisch brothers who owned large stocks and he bought 100 barrels at
unbelievably low prices. On his return home, he sold these wines to his client 'friends' to make up
their usual orders. This was so successful that he had to repeat the exercise and went on to purchase
wines on spec for stock.

Part view of the press room

In December 1872, the business re-located to substantial premises in 1-3 Schlossbergstrasse and as
the three sons, Elias, Moritz and Julius Simon became partners, the business developed into one of
the most significant wineries in the Rhein area.
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Part view of the press room during the autumn harvest

Apart from the cellars at 1-3 Schlossbergstrasse and the Büdesheim cellars which had also been
retained, the company rented 16 other cellars to house their sizeable stocks.

View into one of the 18 storage cellars
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View into one of the cross cellars

It became time-consuming and inefficient to operate across these multiple sites. The decision was
taken to try and operate a single central facility in the new company-owned premises.

View into one of the five fermentation cellars

It took a long time to persuade the lady who owned the Hotel Viktoria to sell the so-called
Draisbrunnen fruit and floral gardens, situated just outside Bingen. However this site was not large
enough, so she also sold them the adjoining Mainzerweg vineyard. The terrain sloped towards the
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Rochusberg and it was in this location that the winery, cellars and residence were constructed
during 1896 to 1897.

Upper storage cellar with barrel lift

The construction required large-scale excavations, earthworks and the removal of rock, part of
which had to be broken up with dynamite in order to construct the cooling wine cellars. All of this
went to plan as not one of the many labourers employed on this site was injured. The plans for this
enormous project were designed by the architect, L W Goebel from Bingen, who was in charge of
the entire scheme. All the work was carried out using local labour and sources of supply. The
resulting winery was hailed as a model winery by industry specialists both at home and abroad.

View of one of the 8 bottling cellars

Several visits were made by viticulture specialists and trade schools specifically to visit the cellars
which had been constructed below ground on three levels. In total, there were 24 cellars all
connected to each other and constructed in tiers. On the lowest level were 19 adjoining cellars hewn
out of the rock. 6 of these cellars were directly below substantial residences situated on the
Vorderstrasse. 6 cellars were built below the large yard some 60 metres (197 feet) long and 15
metres (49 feet) wide. Another 6 cellars were situated under the building to the rear of the yard.
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The first and last cellars had buildings constructed above them to insulate against any sudden
cooling or warming. Those cellars built below the yard were constructed with double vaults and
insulation rather than back-filled with earth which would have required a substantial structure to
support it at both sides. This proved very successful as both types of cellar did not suffer any wide
temperature variations.

The owners tasting wines in 1906
Elias Simon, Julius Simon, Seligmann Simon (died 8 July 1911), Moritz Simon

The temperature of the cellars was controlled by built in double air shafts, which serviced every
level. This simple system operated when the cellars were sealed by circulating fresh air and
discharging foul air. The wine press area situated on the upper floor next to the five fermenting
cellars was also connected to the ventilation system so that the odour present during the autumn
harvest was removed. All the fermentation cellars benefited from a low pressure steam heating
system which ensured an even temperature, expediting the maturing of the new wines. The heat
from this system also served the offices and residences.

Entrance to the storage cellars in Büdesheim, near Bingen

The blending hall next to the cooperage took up a large space used for the storage of empty barrels.
There were 8 state-of-the-art cellars. Each of these had its own bottling facility. The press room was
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large enough to accommodate four large hydraulic wine presses with capacities from 1,500 litres
(396 US gallons) to 3, 000 litres (792 US gallons). These were electrically operated and could
handle 40,000 litres (10,566 US gallons) per day.
Grapes could be conveyed right next to the presses. This protected the workers from any inclement
weather, although in many other wineries the workers had to unload the grapes in open and often
windy yards. The general office, tasting room and private office were located in front of the press
room and fermentation cellar.
An elevator connected the cellars with the tasting room so that visiting client 'friends' could take
their samples for tasting directly from the barrels. On the occasion of larger gatherings, for example
during the yearly auction arranged by the company, about 100 different wines were made available.
These were in barrels, containing (a double batch) 2,400 litres, (standard batch) 1,200 litres, (a half
batch) 600 litres and (a quarter batch) 300 litres respectively. Tastings of different vintages were
done in the tasting room on tables marked by vintage and type for speed and convenience.
The company owns several vineyards in Bingen, Mainzerweg
-Mittelpfad, Schwätzerchen, Eisel,
Rochusweg and
Rosengarten, in Bingerbrück in the Rechten Mühe, Kempten
in Langenberg in Gänsberg, Büdesheim in Scharlachberg,
Ackere, Salzflecken and Rosengarten, Dietersheim near
Bingen in Kohllgarten, in Obershausen on the river Nahe,
Vorkehren and Castle Bröckelheimer Felsenberg.
In addition to its own autumn harvest, the company bought in
substantial quantities of fermented grape juice from the
surroundings areas of Bingen as well as from the
neighbouring Rheingau and Nahe areas. Bingen's excellent
position at the centre of the wine area, made it possible to
obtain additional supplies on demand.
The company Seligmann Simon was able to celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 1906 and reflect on its expansion and
development over the years. The cellars in Büdesheim have
been managed by the master cooper, Heinrich Strupp, since 1864. He has served the company for
49 years, which bears witness to the excellent labour relations between employer and employees.
Entrance to the storage cellars in
Büdesheim, near Bingen

Trademark

Enhanced illustrations provided by Ron Simon
Translated from the German original
by George Loble and Gerald Stern 2015

Page 24

Thanks to Beate Goetz of Bingen, we have retrieved some articles from the local newspapers concerning
the business of Seligmann Simon.

Bingen, 4th August 1898. We have now had several opportunities to sample the cellars of large wine
companies in several towns on the Rhine and have seen the most substantial facilities, but we question
whether they can measure up to what was shown to a number of invited gentlemen for inspection last
night as part of the start-up of the electric lighting facilities. These was the newly constructed cellars
of the company Seligmann Simon, Mainzerstrasse. The huge cellar has been planned in every minute
detail, where around 1000 barrels of wine are stored in casks each of which hold between 1-10
barrels. And it literally is a state-of-the art facility. Heating, lighting, tools – everything has been set
up using the latest technology and visitors can be left in no doubt that they are in a leading edge
establishment, which meets all of the industry standards. As for the wine itself, even the non-expert
invitees, something of a misnomer as everyone along the Rhine regards themselves as a wine expert,
were convinced they were in the right place; an excellent drop of “Büdelheim Castle”, which was
most graciously served, provided the undeniable proof. We would also like to point out that this visit
demonstrated the advantages of electric lighting which can be suitable for cellars, provided that it is
expertly installed in-situ.

Bingen, 13th April 1900. (Wine auction). The wine auction by Messrs. Seligmann Simon, which took
place yesterday at “Englischer Hof,” offered great buying opportunities judging by the full house.
The bids came quickly and the auctioneer was able to achieve good prices for the items auctioned,
which were in some cases especially attractive. The following items were sold: year 1898 per barrel,
Marks 490-1070 and 3 half barrels, Marks 600, 670, 770; year 1895 Marks 740-860 per barrel and
520-910 for half barrels. The year 1897 yielded 700-1250 per barrel and 650-940 per half barrel. With
offers between Marks 900-1200, 3 half barrels remained unsold. For red wines of 1898 vintage
(Frühburgunder), a price range of Marks 480-690 per half barrel was paid. Overall takings: Marks
61,470.

Bingen, 28th August 1902. On Wednesday, 17th September,
Messrs. Seligmann Simon will auction a collection of finely
grown, homemade red wines in Bingen on the Rhein in the hall
at “Englischer Hof”. The auction comprises: 6 complete barrels
of 1899 vintage, Marks 650 to Marks 800 per 1200 litres; 16 half
barrels also of 1899 vintage Marks 380 to Marks 570 per 600
litres; 2 full barrels of vintage 1900 Marks 750 to Marks 820 per
1200 litres; 21 half barrels of vintage 1900 Marks 430 to Marks
600 per 600 litres. Interest will be focused on these wines due to
their wonderful characteristics and beautiful ripeness. All of the
products have been well maintained and have been grown in
excellent conditions, so that they may be enjoyed immediately.
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Seeking to purchase 150 Centners (=7,500kgs or 16,500lbs)

Top Quality Cow Dung
No horse dung please!
To feed our vineyards, Upper Rechte Mühe
May be offloaded in Schalweg



Urgently Required



Seligmann Simon
At the same time as they marked 50 years in business, Henrietta and Seligmann Simon also celebrated their
Golden Wedding on 10th September 1906. Sadly, Henrietta died on 13th June 1908 at age 79 years and
Seligmann died on 8th July 1911 at 82 years of age.

Translated from Binger Zeitung (above)
Bingen, 8th September 1906. On 10th
September, the couple Seligmann Simon and his
wife will celebrate the happy occasion of their
Golden Wedding Anniversary in relatively good
health, surrounded by numerous children and
grandchildren. The celebrants who are held in
high esteem, have many well wishers and we
would like to add our own good wishes for many
more happy and blessed years.

Henrietta died in 1908 and Seligmann in 1911 following which the business, led by sons Elias, Moritz and
Julius, entered a difficult period of trading. In April 1928, the company was sold to Max Fromm of Kitzingen.
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Sale of a wholesale wine business in Bingen
The wine company M. Fromm, Kitzingen, is moving its operations to Bingen
26 April 1928. One of the largest wine wholesalers in the
Rhine area, the company Seligmann Simon of Bingen,
founded in 1856 and which has a 72 year track record, has
been sold to one of the largest German private customer wine
businesses, namely the wine company M. Fromm of
Kitzingen am Main, owned by Kommerzienrat (Commercial
Councillor) Max Fromm. The sale includes the building
owned by the company Seligmann Simon in Mainzer Strasse
and the attached vineyard, whereas the other vineyards will
be retained by the vendors, the gentlemen Elias Simon,
Moritz Simon and Julius Simon. The owners of the company
Seligmann Simon enjoy well deserved reputation within the
professional world of wine. The original owner, the father of
the three above-mentioned brothers, was an acknowledged
expert in his field. He laid the foundations for this major
business developed from small beginnings. The company’s
senior manager, Elias Simon, is the first chairman of the
Wine Trading Association of Bingen and surrounding areas.
Most vineyard owners were willing and happy to contribute
towards communal organisations. – The wine cellars and
ancillary properties, of course, form a part of the sale. The
state-of-the-art wine cellars owned by the company
Seligmann Simon, which can hold 1200 casks, were built in
1900 to the latest specification and were literally carved into

the rock. They are amongst the most beautiful cellars along
the Rhine. The company name, and therefore the company
itself, was not sold by the owners of the Seligmann Simon
business. This was probably due to the fact that M. Fromm’s
business has a different operational focus compared to the
company Seligmann Simon, which works exclusively within
the wine industry. The company M. Fromm, which is moving
all of its operations from Kitzingen to Bingen, brings with it
huge expertise as a wine specialist. The company employs
150 of which 80 work in the cellars (including supervisors)
and around 70 are administrative staff. The importance of this
move is demonstrated by the fact that the Kitzingen Council,
the Bavarian Government and the Frankish Winegrowers
Association all tried to persuade the company to remain in
Kitzingen, sending several deputations to talk to them. For
the town of Bingen, however, this is something of a major
coup. Bingen will gain a wine business working in a different
area to those companies already based locally who work
almost exclusively within the wine trade. This can only be
hugely beneficial for Bingen’s reputation as a wine centre.
This high profile sale of the decade was negotiated by the
wine commission company Heinr. Jung Jr. of Büdesheim
near Bingen.
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Max Fromm moved to Bingen shortly after his company purchased the business. He did not have an easy
time of things due to the rise of anti‐Semitism. As early as 1934 he was taken from Bingen to a
concentration camp but was released after a few weeks due to the realisation of the importance of the
foreign currency derived from his company's exports. However, pressure mounted and following
Kristallnacht, he like so many Jewish business owners, I imagine, was compelled to 'sell' his business and
left Bingen, emigrating first to England in 1939 and from there, in 1941, to the USA.
From his new home in San Francisco, he worked with his son, Alfred (also born in Kitzingen) to found what
was to become one of the largest American wine trade businesses named Fromm & Sichel Inc. in
partnership with Franz W Sichel. Max died in 1956. His son, Alfred, took on the distribution of Christian
Brothers wine and brandy and the Paul Masson vineyards. Before Alfred's death in 1998, he was known as
a philanthropist, founding the Wine Museum and co‐founding the San Francisco Jewish Community
Museum as well as the Fromm Institute at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, to name but a few of the
projects to which he and his wife were devoted.
Seligmann and Henrietta's sons, Moritz Simon, died in 1934 in Wiesbaden and Elias in 1940 in Bingen. The
youngest brother, Julius, was able to emigrate to the USA with his wife and four children and died in New
Jersey in 1962 at 94 years of age.
In May 2014, Monica and I together with Laura and Mike Simons met Mr Heinrich Schwarz, whose father
acquired the business from Max Fromm in 1939. Mr Schwarz was kind enough to show us the former home
(a grand family home or even a small palace!), headquarters and cellars of the Seligmann Simon winery
business. The vineyards surrounding the property have been superseded by a car showroom (situated
opposite) and other new constructions. The cellars, still complete with huge wooden casks, lie dormant and
in darkness but one could picture the set up exactly as it was from 1898 onwards. Below and on the
following pages are some photographs.

Seligmann Simon's former home and business headquarters pictured in 2014
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The former Seligmann Simon home on Mainzerstraße, Bingen

One of the rooms inside the former Simon home

Behind the Simon home is a large yard and to the rear are the
former offices and the caves below ground.
Standing left to right are Gerald and Monica Stern, Laura and
Mike Simons and Heinrich Schwarz

Within the office block is the entrance to a vast
complex of caves hewn out of the rock

Some old wine bottles serve to illustrate the scale of the huge
wooden casks used to hold the maturing wine

The network of caves are all fully tiled and are
interspersed with hand‐painted illustrations
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Bingen on the Rhine in 2014
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